Working Title:   Mosaics Vision Trip in Belgium 2011
Goal of Trip:

-To cast the vision for the Covenant Mosaics Project, specifically as it applies to work in Belgium by introducing the team to the women asylum seekers, refugees and immigrants living in residential centers and private homes. 

-To educate on ministry among Muslims and the face of missions in Europe.

Length of Trip:  March 2 – 12, 2011

Group Limit:  8 women.  We want to include women from our supporting churches who would thus already have a connection with the ministry here.

Foundational components of this trip 

1. Service Activities: There will be opportunities to host two days of activities for women and their children at a local residential center for asylum seekers. While men, women and children live in these centers, we work specifically with women in a predominately Muslim context.  If there are any team members who are especially gifted in teaching a craft activity or children’s crafts and games, their input would be most welcome!!!

The second aspect of service will be to split the team into two separate groups and do a home visit with a couple of women who have been allowed to leave the residential centers and have been placed in a home in Belgium. These visits are very important to the emotional well being of these women; simply spending time with them has a big impact.

Finally, the group would be able to attend a Sunday worship service at the Antwerp International Protestant Church. It would be great if members of the team could share during the worship service about their time in Belgium.  We would also encourage team members who like to work with children to participate in our children’s church program (curriculum and supplies are provided).

2.  Education: Covenant World Mission has put together a Short-Term Mission Trip Curriculum that details preparation and debriefing for the entire process. It includes practical information, timelines, group building exercises and spiritual development tools. The team leader will make decisions regarding what in the curriculum is appropriate for the needs of this particular group, but it is a good framework for knowing how to go about this process.  The adapted materials for this trip to Belgium can be found in a separate attached email.

We require team members to read two books prior to arriving in Belgium: 


Muslims, Christians and Jesus by Carl Medearis 


A Muslim’s Heart by Edward Hoskins, M.D., PhD.

There will also be several sessions during the trip in which the team will learn about Mosaics, Muslim ministry and work among refugees and asylum seekers.

3. Prayer: In the trip curriculum, there are four sessions in which the group comes together outside of the trip itself. While this team may not have four sessions together prior to arriving in Belgium, each team member is encouraged to pray in unity for the team and for the lives of the families that will be touched by their service. There will be a day of prayer and fasting (optional as health and preference allow) as the trip comes closer. During the trip, the team will meet daily for prayer and debriefing before each day’s activities

A brief overview of the week’s  schedule:

Wednesday, March 2
Departure from USA

Thursday, March 3   
Arrival and getting acquainted with Antwerp

Friday, March 4       
Introductions, prayer walk and international dinner

Saturday, March 5   
Belgium:  its culture and people, with Belgian dinner
Sunday, March 6      
Antwerp International Protestant Church
Monday, March 7     
Gather in the morning, activities at center in afternoon

Tuesday, March 8
 
Home Visit 

Wednesday, March 9      Free day

Thursday, March 10       Gather in the morning, activities at center in afternoon

Friday, March11    

Home Visit

Saturday, March 12        Departure for USA

Just as a parting thought on coming to Western Europe on a mission trip: It often seems as if progress is not happening because what is done is not concrete, like building a house or helping sick people, but the need here is not so much physical as emotional and spiritual. People in these centers will see that a group has come all the way from the US just to spend some time with them, and that impression will not be wasted. 
Blessings, 
Hannah and Barb
