
Love Mercy Do Justice 

 

Suggested Reading for Adults, Young Adults, 

Children and families 

 
Racial Righteousness and Reconciliation 
 
The Hidden Wound, by Wendell Berry  
 

A seminal text about racism and the damage it has done to the identity of our country. Through 
Berry’s personal experience, he explains how remaining passive in the face of the struggle of racism 
further corrodes America’s potential. In a quiet and observant manner, Berry opens up about how his 
attempt to discuss racism is rooted in the hope that someday the historical wound will begin to heal. 

 
Roadmap to Reconciliation, by Brenda Salter McNeil  
 

We are ready to rise up. But how, exactly, do we do this? How does one reconcile? What we need is a 
clear sense of direction. Based on her extensive consulting experience with churches, colleges and 
organizations, Rev. Dr. Brenda Salter McNeil has created a roadmap to show us the way. She guides us 
through the common topics of discussion and past the bumpy social terrain and political boundaries 
that will arise. In these pages she voices her call to all believers: "It's time for the followers of Jesus 
to embark on the prophetic journey that leads to reconciliation and transformation around the world. 

 
White Awake: An Honest Look at What It Means to Be White, by Daniel Hill.  
 

Daniel Hill will never forget the day he heard these words: "Daniel, you may be white, but don't let 
that lull you into thinking you have no culture. White culture is very real. In fact, when white 
culture comes in contact with other cultures, it almost always wins. So it would be a really good 
idea for you to learn about your culture." Confused and unsettled by this encounter, Hill began a 
journey of understanding his own white identity. Today he is an active participant in addressing and 
confronting racial and systemic injustices. And in this compelling and timely book, he shows you the 
seven stages to expect on your own path to cultural awakening. It's crucial to understand both 
personal and social realities in the areas of race, culture, and identity. This book will give you a new 
perspective on being white and also empower you to be an agent of reconciliation in our increasingly 
diverse and divided world. 
 

The Cross and the Lynching Tree, by James H. Cone  
 

James Cone explores these two symbols and their interconnection in the history and souls of black 
folk. Both the cross and the lynching tree represent the worst in human beings and at the same time 
a thirst for life that refuses to let the worst determine our final meaning. While the lynching tree 
symbolized white power and black death, the cross symbolizes divine power and black life, God 
overcoming the power of sin and death. For African Americans, the image of Jesus, hung on a tree to 
die, powerfully grounded their faith that God was with them, even in the suffering of the lynching 
era. 

 
Dear White Christians: For Those Still Longing for Reconciliation, by Jennifer Harvey  
 

Harvey presents an insightful historical analysis of the painful fissures that emerged among activist 
Christians toward the end of the Civil Rights movement, and she shows the necessity of bringing 
"white" racial identity into clear view in order to counter today's oppressive social structures. 



 
A deeply constructive, hopeful work, Dear White Christians will help readers envision new racial 
possibilities, including concrete examples of contemporary reparations initiatives. This book is for any 
who care about the gospel call to justice but feel stuck trying to get there, given the ongoing 
prevalence of deep racial divisions in the church and society at large. 

 
Race and Place: How Urban Geography Shapes the Journey to Reconciliation, by David P. Leong 
 

We long for diverse, thriving neighborhoods and churches, yet racial injustices persist. Why? Because 
geographic structures and systems create barriers to reconciliation and prevent the flourishing of our 
communities. Race and Place reveals the profound ways in which these geographic forces and 
structures sustain the divisions among us. Urban missiologist David Leong, who resides in one of the 
most diverse neighborhoods in the country, unpacks the systemic challenges that are rarely addressed 
in the conversation about racial justice. The evening news may deliver story after story that causes us 
to despair. But Leong envisions a future of belonging and hope in our streets, towns, cities, and 
churches. A discussion about race needs to go hand in hand with a discussion about place. This book is 
a welcome addition to a conversation that needs to include both. 

 
The Christian Imagination: Theology and the Origins of Race, by Willie James Jennings 
 

Why has Christianity, a religion premised upon neighborly love, failed in its attempts to heal social 
divisions?  In this ambitious and wide-ranging work, Willie James Jennings delves deep into the late 
medieval soil in which the modern Christian imagination grew, to reveal how Christianity’s highly 
refined process of socialization has inadvertently created and maintained segregated societies.   A 
probing study of the cultural fragmentation—social, spatial, and racial—that took root in the Western 
mind, this book shows how Christianity has consistently forged Christian nations rather than 
encouraging genuine communion between disparate groups and individuals. 

 
The Death of Race: Building a New Christianity in a Racial World, by Brian Bantum 
 

Brian Bantum says that race is not merely an intellectual category or a biological fact. Much like the 
incarnation, it is a "word made flesh," the confluence of various powers that allow some to organize 
and dominate the lives of others. In this way racism is a deeply theological problem, one that is 
central to the Christian story and one that plays out daily in the United States and throughout the 
world. In The Death of Race, Bantum argues that our attempts to heal racism will not succeed until 
we address what gives rise to racism in the first place: a fallen understanding of our bodies that sees 
difference as something to resist, defeat, or subdue. Therefore, he examines the question of race, 
but through the lens of our bodies and what our bodies mean in the midst of a complicated, racialized 
world, one that perpetually dehumanizes dark bodies, thereby rendering all of us less than God's 
intention. 

 
 

Racial Righteousness and Reconciliation for the 

Mosaic Kingdom  
 
The Wolf Shall Dwell with the Lamb:  Spirituality for Leadership in a Multicultural Community, by Eric 
H.F. Law  
 

Using a combination of theology and cultural anthropology, the author, a Chinese-American, explores 
why certain cultures—most notably whites of Northern European origin—tend, consciously or 
unconsciously, to dominate in multicultural situations, driving those of other races and ethnic groups 
to silent rage or outright rebellion.  Only through conscious effort and great faith can the wolves and 
the lambs of the world really dwell together in peace. 

 



Santa Biblia: The Bible Through Hispanic Eyes Paperback, by Justo L. González  
 

Gonzalez explores how a Hispanic perspective illuminates the biblical text in ways that will be 
valuable not only for Latino readers but also for the church at large. Introducing five "paradigms" for 
Latino biblical interpretation, Gonzalez discusses theory and provides concrete examples of biblical 
texts that gain new meaning when read from a different perspective. 

 
Mañana: Christian Theology from a Hispanic Perspective, by Justo L. González  
 

An in-depth look at Christian theology through Hispanic eyes. It weaves the doctrinal formulations of 
the early church on creation, the Trinity, and Christology into contemporary theological reflection on 
the Hispanic struggle for liberation. 
 
This volume offers a major theological statement from a respected theologian and author.  Richly 
insightful and unique, Mañana is one of the few major theological works from a Protestant 
representative of the Hispanic tradition.  Justo L. Gonzalez offers theological reflections based upon 
unique insights born of his minority status as a Hispanic American. 

 
Rescuing the Gospel From Cowboys: A Native American Expression of the Jesus Way, by Richard Twiss  

 
The gospel of Jesus has not always been good news for Native Americans. The history of North 
America is marred by atrocities committed against Native peoples. Indigenous cultures were erased in 
the name of Christianity. As a result, to this day few Native Americans are followers of Jesus. 
However, despite the far-reaching effects of colonialism, some Natives have forged culturally 
authentic ways to follow the way of Jesus. In his final work, Richard Twiss provides a contextualized 
Indigenous expression of the Christian faith among the Native communities of North America. He 
surveys the painful, complicated history of Christian missions among Indigenous peoples and 
chronicles more hopeful visions of culturally contextual Native Christian faith. 

 
Embrace: God's Radical Shalom for a Divided World, by Leroy Barber 
 

The walls between us seem impenetrable. We live in an age of strife and division. Factors such as 
race, class, values and lifestyles keep us from connecting with others in meaningful ways. It's easy to 
avoid or ignore those who make us uncomfortable and those we simply do not like, but God's call to 
the church is to do just the opposite. Leroy Barber has spent decades pursuing reconciliation and 
justice amongst groups of vastly diverse people. He knows the challenge of embracing those who are 
difficult to embrace, yet he advocates that the way to radical shalom on earth is through pursuing 
these relationships. We have the opportunity as the people of God to bring true peace and unity to a 
world that desperately needs it. Embrace the challenge to show a divided world the bridge-building 
power of God's love. 

 
Embracing the Other: The Transformative Spirit of Love 
 

We live in a time of great racial strife and global conflict. How do we work toward healing, 
reconciliation, and justice among all people, regardless of race or gender? In Embracing the Other 
Grace Ji-Sun Kim demonstrates that it is possible only through God's Spirit. 

 
Racial Righteousness for Youth 

 
March (Trilogy Slipcase Set) by John Lewis and Andrew Aydin  
 

Discover the inside story of the Civil Rights Movement through the eyes of one of its most iconic 
figures, Congressman John Lewis. March is the award-winning, #1 bestselling graphic novel trilogy 
recounting his life in the movement, co-written with Andrew Aydin and drawn by Nate Powell. This 



commemorative set contains all three volumes of March in a beautiful slipcase. (#1 New York Times 
and Washington Post Bestseller) (First graphic novel to receive a Robert F. Kennedy Book Award) 

 
The Justice Mission, by Jim Hancock and the International Justice Mission  
 

Beyond summer mission trips, child sponsorship, and personal piety, justice is the next step in doing 
what Jesus would do.  This curriculum is interactive, thought-provoking, and will engage youth 
groups in God’s call to seek justice on the earth.  The kit includes a 40-minute segmented video and 
Leader’s Guide. 

 
Farewell to Manzanar, by Jeanne Houston and James D. Houston  
 

Jeanne Wakatsuki was seven years old in 1942 when her family was uprooted from their home and 
sent to live at Manzanar internment camp--with 10,000 other Japanese Americans. Along with 
searchlight towers and armed guards, Manzanar ludicrously featured cheerleaders, Boy Scouts, sock 
hops, baton twirling lessons and a dance band called the Jive Bombers who would play any popular 
song except the nation's #1 hit: "Don't Fence Me In." Age Range: 12 and up 

 
Paper Daughter, by Jeanette Ingold 
 

Maggie Chen's journalist father has fired her imagination with the thrill of the newsroom, and when 
her father is killed, she is determined to keep his dreams alive by interning at the newspaper. While 
assisting on her first story, Maggie learns that her father is suspected of illegal activity, and knows 
she must clear his name. Drawn to Seattle’s Chinatown, she discovers things that are far from what 
she expected: secrets, lies, and a connection to the Chinese Exclusion Era. Using all of her newspaper 
instincts and resources, Maggie is forced to confront her ethnicity—and a family she never knew. 
Suggested for grades 7–10 

 

Racial Righteousness for Children and Families 

 
40 Ways to Raise a Nonracist Child, by Barbara Mathias and Mary Ann French  
 

Ultimately, the only way to rid our society of the evil of racism is to teach our children that color is 
not an indication of a person’s worth. 

 
The Little Rock Nine and the Fight for Equal Education (Graphic History of the Civil Rights Movement), 
by Gary Jeffrey  
 

The story of a group of African American students known as the Little Rock Nine is a saga of 
incredible courage and grace. Following the 1954 Supreme Court ruling that struck down school 
segregation, black leaders turned their attention to the next challenge: getting African American 
students into white schools. In Little Rock, Arkansas, a small group of African American students were 
selected to integrate the high school. This taut, thrilling graphic novel plunges readers into the 
cauldron of hate, bigotry, and fear the students faced. Powerful illustrations grip readers, and 
accessible text presents the emotionally charged events in readily understandable language. 
Suggested Age Range: 8-10 years 

 
Child of the Civil Rights Movement, by Paula Young Shelton 
 

In this Bank Street College of Education Best Children's Book of the Year, Paula Young Shelton, 
daughter of Civil Rights activist Andrew Young, brings a child’s unique perspective to an important 
chapter in America’s history. Paula grew up in the deep south, in a world where whites had and 
blacks did not. With an activist father and a community of leaders surrounding her, including Uncle 
Martin (Martin Luther King), Paula watched and listened to the struggles, eventually joining with her 



family—and thousands of others—in the historic march from Selma to Montgomery. Poignant, moving, 
and hopeful, this is an intimate look at the birth of the Civil Rights Movement. Suggested Age Range: 
4 – 8.  

 
Freedom on the Menu: The Greensboro Sit-Ins, by Carole Boston Weatherford  
 

There were signs all throughout town telling eight-year-old Connie where she could and could not go. 
But when Connie sees four young men take a stand for equal rights at a Woolworth’s lunch counter in 
Greensboro, North Carolina, she realizes that things may soon change. This event sparks a movement 
throughout her town and region. And while Connie is too young to march or give a speech, she helps 
her brother and sister make signs for the cause. Changes are coming to Connie’s town, but Connie 

just wants to sit at the lunch counter and eat a banana split like everyone else. Suggested Age 

Range: 4-8. 
 
Separate Is Never Equal: Sylvia Mendez and Her Family’s Fight for Desegregation, by Duncan Tonatiuh  
 

Almost 10 years before Brown vs. Board of Education, Sylvia Mendez and her parents helped end 
school segregation in California. An American citizen of Mexican and Puerto Rican heritage who spoke 
and wrote perfect English, Mendez was denied enrollment to a “Whites only” school. Her parents took 
action by organizing the Hispanic community and filing a lawsuit in federal district court. Their 
success eventually brought an end to the era of segregated education in California. Suggested Age 
Range: 6 – 9. 

 
Hand in Hand:  Helping Children Celebrate Diversity, by Ella Campbell 
 

Help stop prejudice and racism by teaching children to celebrate diversity.  This unique course for 
children in grades 3-6 offers a wide array of learning activities:  cross-cultural dialogue, drama, 
music, off-site options, computer exploration, Bible stories, and culture-based stories.  Use this 
material as a stand-alone course or as a resource book to add a multicultural dimension to any 
classroom.  Can also be adapted for VBS.  Sessions focus on: 

• Living together in harmony in God’s world 

• Recognizing and affirming diversity 

• Dealing with disagreements 

• Committing to unity 

• Celebrating diversity and community 
 

Mosaic Reading for Kids and Families 

 
The Harmony Tree: A Story of Healing and Community, by Randy S. Woodley  
 

In The Harmony Tree, an old grandmother oak tree is spared when loggers come through and clear-
cut a forest. Grandmother Oak finds herself alone until new houses start showing up on the land, 
along with new trees. Grandmother Oak tries to make friends with these trees, but they are shallow 
and focused only on themselves. As Grandmother Oak shares her stories and how she came to have 
such deep roots, she finds hope and healing. The other trees, seeing the value of Grandmother Oak's 
history with the land, begin to find strength too. The inspiration for this story comes from the 
author's own fifty-acre farm, where all the virgin trees were logged except for a large, white oak tree 
that sat at the top of a hill. Randy Woodley, says, "I was always grateful the loggers left that one 300-
year-old tree for us to enjoy." That and the tragic circumstances that caused the Woodleys to lose 
their land and farm just because they were Native Americans inspired Randy to write this story. 
Under such circumstances, Randy wondered, "How could this one tree bring about healing and 
friendship in the world? If we can change our minds about our current views of progress, ecology, and 
the relationship between settler and host peoples, then maybe that one grandmother oak tree, left 
uncut, offers some hope for everyone." 



 
Harvesting Hope: The Story of Cesar Chavez, by Kathleen Krul 
 

Cesar Chavez is known as one of America's greatest civil rights leaders. When he led a 340-mile 
peaceful protest march through California, he ignited a cause and improved the lives of thousands of 
migrant farmworkers. But Cesar wasn't always a leader. As a boy, he was shy and teased at school. 
His family slaved in the fields for barely enough money to survive. Cesar knew things had to change, 
and he thought that--maybe--he could help change them. So he took charge. He spoke up. And an 

entire country listened. Suggested Age Range: 4 - 7 years 

 
The Bracelet, by Yoshiko Uchida 
 

Emi and her family are being sent to a place called an internment camp, where all Japanese-
Americans must go. The year is 1942. The United States and Japan are at war. Seven-year-old Emi 
doesn't want to leave her friends, her school, her house; yet as her mother tells her, they have no 
choice, because they are Japanese-American. For her mother's sake, Emi doesn't say how unhappy she 
is. But on the first day of camp, when Emi discovers she has lost her heart bracelet, she can't help 
wanting to cry. "How will I ever remember my best friend?" she asks herself. Suggested Range: 4 - 8 
years 

 
Pancho Rabbit and the Coyote: A Migrant's Tale) by Duncan Tonatiuh  
 

In this allegorical picture book, a young rabbit named Pancho eagerly awaits his papa’s return. Papa 
Rabbit traveled north two years ago to find work in the great carrot and lettuce fields to earn money 
for his family. When Papa does not return, Pancho sets out to find him. He packs Papa’s favorite 
meal—mole, rice and beans, a heap of warm tortillas, and a jug of aguamiel—and heads north. He 
meets a coyote, who offers to help Pancho in exchange for some of Papa’s food. They travel together 
until the food is gone and the coyote decides he is still hungry . . . for Pancho! Duncan Tonatiuh 
brings to light the hardship and struggles faced by thousands of families who seek to make better 
lives for themselves and their children by illegally crossing the border. (Tomas Rivera Mexican-
American Children's Book Award), Age Range: 6 - 9 years 

 
A Place Where Sunflowers Grow, by Amy Lee-Tai and Felicia Hoshino  
 

Under the harsh summer sun, Mari’s art class has begun. But it’s hard to think of anything to draw in 
a place where nothing beautiful grows — especially a place like Topaz, the internment camp where 
Mari’s family and thousands of other Japanese Americans have been sent to live during World War II. 
Somehow, glimmers of hope begin to surface — in the eyes of a kindly art teacher, in the tender 
words of Mari’s parents, and in the smile of a new friend. Amy Lee-Tai’s sensitive prose and Felicia 
Hoshino’s stunning mixed-media images show that hope can survive even the harshest injustice. Age 
Range: 6 – 9. 

 
Fish for Jimmy: Inspired by One Family's Experience in a Japanese American Internment Camp,  
by Katie Yamasaki 
 

For two boys in a Japanese-American family, everything changed when Japan bombed Pearl Harbor 
and the United States went to war. With the family forced to leave their home and go to an 
internment camp, Jimmy loses his appetite. Older brother Taro takes matters into his own hands and, 
night after night, sneaks out of the camp, and catches fresh fish for Jimmy to help make him strong 
again. This affecting tale of courage and love is an adaptation of the author's true family story. Age 
Range: 6 – 9. 

 
Trail of Tears (Step-Into-Reading, Step 5) by Joseph Bruchac 
 



In 1838, settlers moving west forced the great Cherokee Nation, and their chief John Ross, to leave 
their home land and travel 1,200 miles to Oklahoma. An epic story of friendship, war, hope, and 
betrayal. Suggested Age Range: 7 - 9 years 

 
American Born Chinese, by Gene Luen Yang 

Jin Wang starts at a new school where he's the only Chinese-American student. When a boy from 
Taiwan joins his class, Jin doesn't want to be associated with an FOB like him. Jin just wants to be an 
all-American boy, because he's in love with an all-American girl. Danny is an all-American boy: great 
at basketball, popular with the girls. But his obnoxious Chinese cousin Chin-Kee's annual visit is such a 
disaster that it ruins Danny's reputation at school, leaving him with no choice but to transfer 
somewhere he can start all over again. The Monkey King has lived for thousands of years and 
mastered the arts of kung fu and the heavenly disciplines. He's ready to join the ranks of the 
immortal gods in heaven. But there's no place in heaven for a monkey. Each of these characters 
cannot help himself alone, but how can they possibly help each other? They're going to have to find a 
way―if they want fix the disasters their lives have become. Gene Luen Yang is the National 
Ambassador for Young People's Literature. Suggested age range 10 and up 

 
American Born Chinese is a 2006 National Book Award Finalist for Young People's Literature, the 
winner of the 2007 Eisner Award for Best Graphic Album: New, an Eisner Award nominee for Best 
Coloring, a 2007 Bank Street Best Children's Book of the Year, and a New York Times bestseller 

 
Return to Sender, by Julia Alvarez 
 

After Tyler’s father is injured in a tractor accident, his family is forced to hire migrant Mexican 
workers to help save their Vermont farm from foreclosure. Tyler isn’t sure what to make of these 
workers. Are they undocumented? And what about the three daughters, particularly Mari, the oldest, 
who is proud of her Mexican heritage but also increasingly connected to her American life. Her family 
lives in constant fear of being discovered by the authorities and sent back to the poverty they left 
behind in Mexico. Can Tyler and Mari find a way to be friends despite their differences? Age Range: 10 
- 12 years 

 


